Audit of decontamination procedures for specialist ophthalmic equipment.
A survey of ophthalmic decontamination protocols in eight district hospitals was undertaken. Procedures differed widely. A literature search revealed only four publications on the subject, all of which dealt with tonometer head disinfection only. After discussion with several manufacturers, whose advice was restricted largely to acrylic lens disinfection and which varied considerably, a local policy for ophthalmic decontamination was established. Nationally agreed disinfection guidelines for high risk ophthalmic instruments are needed.